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HMC June 2018 Update

Dear HMC Members

Welcome to your June 2018 club update

Since our last email, the HMC has been busy. We’ve celebrated the 60th anniversary of the club, held the annual general meeting (AGM) as well as held events in Cornwall and the lake district.

News in this edition:

	We held our AGM in April
	The HMC turned 60 in April and we had a marvellous party to see in the next 60 years.
	We’ve held trips to Wasdale and Cornwall over the May bank holidays.
	More trips planned for the Summer months – more details below
	Don’t forget about the pub socials – last Tuesday of every month at the Three Horseshoes from 8:30pm. Next on is 24th April


AGM Update

We held our AGM in April to review and discuss the way the club is run. Chris Smith was relected as Chair, and Dave Williams was re-lected as Treasurer. Due to other commitments, Steve stood down as Secretary. The HMC is looking for someone to become the new Secretary. If you can help and have some time that you can spare, the committee would be interested to hear from you. Please contact thecommittee@thehmc.co.uk

 Upcoming HMC Events:

Three Horseshoes Monthly Pub Social – Tuesday 26 June


This is our usual monthly get together to welcome new members, talk about upcoming events and share stories of our latest adventures.



Wye Valley – Beeches farm Campsite – 22-24 June

The most magnificent views across the Wye Valley into Wales ‘God’s own land’ (as the old saying goes).

Climbing – The campsite is located within easy walking distance of Shorn Cliff and within a short drive of Tintern Quarry, Ban-y-Gor, Wintour’s Leap and Wynd Cliff. Symonds Yat is about 35 minutes drive away.

Walking – Offa’s Dyke, Wye Valley walk, Tintern Abbey all within walking distance. Symonds Yat and the Forest of Dean are about 35  minutes drive.

Mountain Biking – The Forest of Dean is about 35 minutes drive.



Brecon Beacons – Penstar Bunkhouse – 20 to 22 July 2018

Penstar is ideally located to accommodate groups requiring a wide range of activities without having to travel too far each day. Pen-Y-Fan (886m) and Corn Du (873m) are the highest summits in the National Park and are directly accessible from Penstar.

Craig Cerrig-gleisiad National Nature Reserve is easily reached by following the Taff Trail and is a good example of Old Red Sandstone escarpment. There are glacial features such as moraines and scree.

Brecon is easily reached by car or on foot via the Taff trail.

Peak District – Hard Hurst Farm – 10-11 August 2018

Perfectly placed for many varied activities in the centre of the Peak District, Walking, Cragging and MBK. Staying at Hardhurst Farm Campsite with good facilities: toilets, hot showers, washing up sinks, farm has a cafe that does excellent breakfasts, pub staggering distance away also does good food. Places available for 10 tents. Reservation required as limited space, please book per tent, and £7 per person per night to be paid individually on arrival at Farm.

That’s it for now….We do hope to see you at the next meet

All the best

Steve

Outgoing Secretary

	
	








HMC April 2018 Update

Dear HMC Members

Welcome to your April 2018 club update

Happy Birthday to the HMC. In just under two weeks time the HMC is celebrating its 60th anniversary on Saturday 21 April. We’ve been working hard to invite as many of the past and present members as possible who have all contributed to the success of the club over the last 60 years. If you have not yet booked your ticket to this celebration please do check the details below and click on the link. Its going to be a great evening.

As well as lots more exciting trips planned in the next couple of months we also have the club AGM on 19 April where the current committee makes its round up of the last year. This is your opportunity to have your say on how the club is run and we will be electing position for Chair, Treasurer and Secretary. There are also support positions available so if you want to help out with the running of the club and can spare some time, why not put yourself forward?

News in this edition

	The HMC AGM is coming up on 19 April. Have your say on how the club is run and run for a committee position?
	The HMC is 60 years young – help us celebrate this milestone on 21 April – party details below
	More trips planned for the May Day and Spring bank holidays in May – more details below
	Find out about the BMC’s Mend Our Mountains campaign
	Don’t forget about the pub socials – last Tuesday of every month at the Three Horseshoes from 8:30pm. Next on is 24th April


 Upcoming HMC Events:

HMC AGM  at Cotswold, St Albans – Thursday 19 April – 8pm


On Thursday 19 April 2017, the Annual General Meeting will be taking place and all members are welcome to attend and find out more about how the club is run, have your say and even run for a position. The AGM will start at 8:00pm. The agenda will be set soon but usually includes:

	Welcome from the Chair
	Apologies for Absence
	Review and Approve the Minutes from 2017 AGM
	Chair’s Report
	Secretary’s Report
	Treasurer’s Report
	Outdoor Meet Rep Report
	Members Questions
	Elections  for Chair, Treasurer, Secretary and committee support positions
	AOB and Chair’s Closing Statement


All members are invited to attend and we usually go for a quick drink afterward. If you are interested in running for a position on the committee, please do contact thecommittee@thehmc.co.uk and current committee members would be happy to talk to you are what it involves.

To read the minutes of the 2017 AGM, please click here



HMC 60th Birthday party – Saturday 21 April – Crabtree Fields Scout HQ, Harpenden



In case you didn’t already know, the HMC is 60 years old in 2018. Hurrah! To help us mark this exciting milestone, the HMC invites all current and past members (and partners) to a social event on Saturday 21 April at the Crabtree Fields Scout Headquarters, Crabtree Fields, Waldegrave Park, Harpenden, AL5 5SF, starting at 7pm. The event will include a buffet (from Waitrose…..I know…..good huh?) and the HMC has also hired a band, the Jig’n’reels to entertain us with Scottish country dance and ceilidh to get us in the mountain mood. There is a small charge of £30pp to cover costs for the event.  

Band details: http://www.jigsnreels.com/detail.php?ID=127



The scout HQ will be available for anyone wishing to sleep over – please bring sleeping mats and sleeping bags if you wish to stay – only the best accommodation for our HMC members.

(please note that drinks are not provided and guests will need to bring their own booze).


Three Horseshoes Monthly Pub Social – Tuesday 24 April

This is our usual monthly get together to welcome new members, talk about upcoming events and share stories of our latest adventures.



Wasdale, The Lakes; Murt Camping Barn – 4 to 7 May (May Day Bank Holiday)

Murt camping barn is a stone tent situated in Nether Wasdale. It provides basic dry accommodation for up to 8 people and takes the form of a converted farm barn with basic amenities. You will need to provide everythng you would normaly take camping with you except the tent. The barn will provide dry accomodation with hot and cold water, showers and washing up facilities, and outside there is a BBQ for residents use.

Murt provides budget accommodation in Nether Wasdale and is conveniently located for Wasdale, Scafell, Water Water, Gosforth and Eskdale, great location for walking and climbing.



Camping meet Cornwall 25-28 May (Spring Bank Holiday)



We are staying in a fantastic area of Cornwall St Just where there is amazing sea cliff climbing and great walks to be had. The campsite has great facilities, Shop, Bar, Showers, Toilets, Restaurant and WIFI. The club has booked the campsite and paid in full, hence the money required prior to attending the event. Cornwall has some amazing sea cliff climbs, one of which is Bosigran

http://www.ukclimbing.com/articles/page.php?id=2971

http://www.chetwynd.info/guides/cornwall.htm

That’s it for now….We do hope to see you at the AGM and the HMC 60th birthday party.

All the best

Steve Deaville

HMC Secretary





HMC March 2018 Update

Dear HMC Members

Welcome to your March 2018 club update

We have lots more exciting trips planned in the next couple of months and a special HMC 60th anniversary event in April. Read all about our upcoming events below and don’t forget to support our Annual General Meeting (AGM) on 19 April. Committee positions are up for re-election so if you are interested in helping to run the club, why not put yourself up for election?

News in this edition

	Renew your membership before 31 March to continue to get all the great HMC benefits.
	Next HMC event is to Braemar over the Easter break – 5 days in Cairngorm National Park – wild!
	The HMC AGM is coming up on 19 April. Have your say on how the club is run and run for a position?
	The HMC is 60 years young – help us celebrate this milestone on 21 April – party details below
	More trips planned for the May Day and Spring bank holidays in May – more details below
	BMC: 7 ways to make a difference for the mountains – Find out about the Mend Our Mountains campaign
	Don’t forget about the pub socials – last Tuesday of every month at the Three Horseshoes from 8:30pm. Next on is 27th March


 Upcoming HMC Events:

Three Horseshoes Monthly Pub Social – Tuesday 27 March

Our usual monthly get together to welcome new members, talk about upcoming events and share stories of our latest adventures.

Easter – Braemar Lodge bunkhouse Scotland Easter – 29 March to 3 April – click here to book your place

 

Our great value Bunkhouse provides comfortable accommodation for up to 12 people within the hotel grounds. The bunkhouse is equipped with two shower rooms, one of which is suitable for wheelchair access. The bunkhouse also has excellent drying and laundry facilities, excellent for damp clothes and boots. A generous fully equipped kitchen is also available for all your self catering needs.

LOTS OF PLACES STILL LEFT – BOOK YOUR PLACE FOR A GREAT SCOTTISH MOUNTAIN EXPERIENCE

HMC AGM  at Cotswold, St Albans – Thursday 19 April – 8pm


On Thursday 19 April 2017, the Annual General Meeting will be taking place and all members are welcome to attend and find out more about how the club is run, have your say and even run for a position. The AGM will start at 8:00pm. The agenda will be set soon but usually includes:

	Welcome from the Chair
	Apologies for Absence
	Review and Approve the Minutes from 2017 AGM
	Chair’s Report
	Secretary’s Report
	Treasurer’s Report
	Outdoor Meet Rep Report
	Members Questions
	Elections  for Chair, Treasurer, Secretary and committee support positions
	AOB and Chair’s Closing Statement


All members are invited to attend and we usually go for a quick drink afterward. If you are interested in running for a position on the committee, please do contact thecommittee@thehmc.co.uk and current committee members would be happy to talk to you are what it involves.

To read the minutes of the 2017 AGM, please click here



HMC 60th Birthday party – Saturday 21 April – Crabtree Fields Scout HQ, Harpenden



In case you didn’t already know, the HMC is 60 years old in 2018. Hurrah! To help us mark this exciting milestone, the HMC invites all current and past members (and partners) to a social event on Saturday 21 April at the Crabtree Fields Scout Headquarters, Crabtree Fields, Waldegrave Park, Harpenden, AL5 5SF, starting at 7pm. The event will include a buffet (from Waitrose…..I know…..good huh?) and the HMC has also hired a band, the Jig’n’reels to entertain us with Scottish country dance and ceilidh to get us in the mountain mood. There is a small charge of £30pp to cover costs for the event.  

Band details: http://www.jigsnreels.com/detail.php?ID=127



The scout HQ will be available for anyone wishing to sleep over – please bring sleeping mats and sleeping bags if you wish to stay – only the best accommodation for our HMC members.

(please note that drinks are not provided and guests will need to bring their own booze).



Wasdale, The Lakes; Murt Camping Barn – 4 to 7 May (May Day Bank Holiday)

Murt camping barn is a stone tent situated in Nether Wasdale. It provides basic dry accommodation for up to 8 people and takes the form of a converted farm barn with basic amenities. You will need to provide everythng you would normaly take camping with you except the tent. The barn will provide dry accomodation with hot and cold water, showers and washing up facilities, and outside there is a BBQ for residents use.

Murt provides budget accommodation in Nether Wasdale and is conveniently located for Wasdale, Scafell, Water Water, Gosforth and Eskdale, great location for walking and climbing.



Camping meet Cornwall 25-28 May (Spring Bank Holiday)

We are staying in a fantastic area of Cornwall St Just where there is amazing sea cliff climbing and great walks to be had. The campsite has great facilities, Shop, Bar, Showers, Toilets, Restaurant and WIFI. The club has booked the campsite and paid in full, hence the money required prior to attending the event. Cornwall has some amazing sea cliff climbs, one of which is Bosigran

http://www.ukclimbing.com/articles/page.php?id=2971

http://www.chetwynd.info/guides/cornwall.htm

That’s it for now….don’t forget to renew your membership by 31st March and hope to see you at one of the many events coming up in the next couple of months.

All the best

Steve Deaville

HMC Secretary

Follow us on Twitter:@HertsMC





HMC February 2018 – Update

Dear HMC Members

Welcome to your February 2018 club update

We’ve had a great start to 2018 with a wonderful trip to the hills of the Lake District in January. We have lots more exciting trips planned and a special event in April. Read all about our upcoming events below.

News in this edition

	The HMC is 60 years young – help us celebrate this milestone – party details below
	Do I need crampons for my winter walk?
	Next HMC event is to Snowdonia on 16-18 February
	Banff Mountain Film Festival – St Albans – 1 March
	Andy Kirkpatrick event at the Radlett Centre – 14 March
	HMC event to Fallcliffe Cottage, Hathersage 9-10 March
	Breamar Scotland Easter getaway – 5 days in the Scottish mountains.
	Membership renewals for 2018 still open until end of March


The HMC is 60!



In case you didn’t already know, the HMC is 60 years old in 2018. Hurrah! To help us mark this exciting milestone, the HMC invites all current and past members to a social event on Saturday 21 April at the Crabtree Fields Scout Headquarters, Crabtree Fields, Waldegrave Park, Harpenden, AL5 5SF, starting at 7pm. The event will include a buffet (from Waitrose…..I know…..good huh?) and the HMC has also hired a band, the Jig’n’reels to entertain us with Scottish country dance and ceilidh to get us in the mountain mood. There is a small charge of £30pp to cover costs for the event.  

Band details: http://www.jigsnreels.com/detail.php?ID=127



The scout HQ will be available for anyone wishing to sleep over – please bring sleeping mats and sleeping bags if you wish to stay – only the best accommodation for our HMC members.

(please note that drinks are not provided and guests will need to bring their own booze).

Do I need crampons for my winter walk?



Do I need crampons for a walk in winter conditions?

There’s no definitive answer, but if you’re going for anything more adventurous than a winter walk on the beach, then the answer is: ‘Yes, probably.’ Click here to read more from the BMC.

 Upcoming HMC Events:

Clwt-y-Bel Mountain Hut, Snowdonia – 16-18 February 2018 – click here to book



The hut Clwt-y-Bel is an old converted cottage near the small village of Deiniolen situated between Llanberis and Bethesda. The hut sleeps 18 in three bedrooms with bunk beds and has two toilets and a hot shower. The kitchen has all the usual facilities to cater for 18 people. The hut is a great base for our members to explore Snowdonia National Park. Small number of places still available.

 Banff Mountain Film Festival – Alban Arena – 1 March 2018



The Banff mountain film festival returns to the UK showing a collection of the latest and best films from the world’s most prestigious mountain film festival.

The BMFF will also be shown in London at the Union Chapel in Islington from 13th to 24th March.

Click here for more information

 Fallcliffe Cottage, Hathersage – 9-10 March – Click here to book now

This year the annual dinner weekend meet will be in The Peak District in the Fallcliffe Hut. Climbing and walking during the day and on Saturday night will either do a group meal in the hut, or book a meal in a pub/restaurant in Hathersage. We have booked the Plough Inn which has a great place, with fantastic food, for details see https://www.theploughinn-hathersage.co.uk/ (note – this isn’t included in the cost of the meet).

Andy Kirkpatrick talk at Radlett Centre – 14 March



















Top British mountaineer, big-wall climber and winter expedition specialist, Andy has soloed the most difficult routes in the world. A leading expert on climbing gear, Andy is also an award-winning writer and film-maker with an ability to captivate any audience with his unique brand of humorous and motivational story-telling.

In his brand new show, Psychovertical: A Higher Education, Andy Kirkpatrick looks back at forty years of climbing and adventures, from the Alps to Patagonia, Yosemite to Greenland, a story of all the things that make life amazing. Click here for more information.

Easter – Braemar Lodge bunkhouse Scotland Easter – 29 March to 3 April – click here to book your place 

Our great value Bunkhouse provides comfortable accommodation for up to 12 people within the hotel grounds. The bunkhouse is equipped with two shower rooms, one of which is suitable for wheelchair access. The bunkhouse also has excellent drying and laundry facilities, excellent for damp clothes and boots. A generous fully equipped kitchen is also available for all your self catering needs.

HMC Membership Renewals 2018- Important Information

From 1st January, your HMC subscription will be due in order to continue your existing membership of the club.

The HMC membership fee will remain at £22 for 2018. The membership fee covers the BMC subscription fees and will also help the club to maintain a healthy financial position to continue to support future events for its members. If you are renewing your membership for 2018, fees can be paid by:

– e-bank transfer to the HMC account (SC 20-74-09) (AC 90371467) – please notify the treasurer by email (preferred)

– sending a cheque made payable to the Hertfordshire Mountaineering Club (not HMC) to the treasurer or secretary.

– cash given to committee members at the pub socials.

Please note that if any of your contact or address details have changed over the last 12 months, please complete a HMC membership form providing your new details and send it to the Secretary together with your membership fee. Click here to download a Membership form.

IMPORTANT: Not updating your details with the HMC Secretary could invalidate any insurance policy you have with the BMC.

A window of three months is open to renew your membership until 31 March to coincide with the HMC’s requirement to update subscription fees to the BMC each quarter. Please note that in order to receive your Spring edition of the BMC magazine, Summit, please renew your membership by the end of February 2017.

As a demonstration of support for our mountain rescue services in 2017, the HMC is offering the option to make an additional discretionary contribution of £3 as part of the membership renewal which will be given to a nominated mountain rescue charity. The contribution will be entirely optional. If you wish to make a contribution please add £3 to your membership fee.

We look forward to seeing you all return for another great year of adventure in the mountains in 2018.

That’s it for now….if we don’t see you in Snowdonia hope to see you at the pub social on 27 February

All the best

Steve Deaville

HMC Secretary

Follow us on Twitter:@HertsMC





HMC Update – January 2018

Dear HMC Members

Welcome to your January 2018 club update

I hope you’ve all had an excellent Christmas and New Year. The HMC has some exciting destinations for the winter months coming up to test out your winter conditioning and equipment. Read all about our upcoming events below.

News in this edition

	Essential Winter Know-How
	Next event is Little Langdale Cottage on 6-7 January. Read about other exciting events planned in 2018.
	Membership renewals for 2018
	Winter – not just for guys – BMC advice for women taking on winter mountains


Essential Winter Know How



 

Heading for the hills this winter? Whether you’re a seasoned winter warrior or just taking your first icy steps, we’ve got a mountain of essential skills & equipment advice on the BMC website.

Upcoming HMC Events:

Little Langdale Cottage – Lake District – 5-6 January 2018



We’re heading to the fantastic Little Langdale Valley to kick off the new year to the Fylde mountaineering hut. Its very close to the Three Shires pub for good food and drink. Click here to book your place

NOTE: Please bring your own sleeping bags and your own pillowcases. Pillowcases must always be used on the hygienic, non-fabric pillows provided,

Clwt-y-Bel Mountain Hut, Snowdonia – 16-18 February 2018

The hut Clwt-y-Bel is an old converted cottage near the small village of Deiniolen situated between Llanberis and Bethesda. The hut sleeps 18 in three bedrooms with bunk beds and has two toilets and a hot shower. The kitchen has all the usual facilities to cater for 18 people. The hut is a great base for our members to explore Snowdonia National Park.



Peak District – Castleton – 9-10 March

The HMC will be heading back to the peak district in march – staying in Castleton. More details to come soon.

HMC Membership Renewals 2018- Important Information

From 1st January, your HMC subscription will be due in order to continue your existing membership of the club.

The HMC membership fee will remain at £22 for 2018. The membership fee covers the BMC subscription fees and will also help the club to maintain a healthy financial position to continue to support future events for its members. If you are renewing your membership for 2018, fees can be paid by:

– e-bank transfer to the HMC account (SC 20-74-09) (AC 90371467) – please notify the treasurer by email (preferred)

– sending a cheque made payable to the Hertfordshire Mountaineering Club (not HMC) to the treasurer or secretary.

– cash given to committee members at the pub socials.

Please note that if any of your contact or address details have changed over the last 12 months, please complete a HMC membership form providing your new details and send it to the Secretary together with your membership fee. Click here to download a Membership form.

IMPORTANT: Not updating your details with the HMC Secretary could invalidate any insurance policy you have with the BMC.

A window of three months is open to renew your membership until 31 March to coincide with the HMC’s requirement to update subscription fees to the BMC each quarter. Please note that in order to receive your Spring edition of the BMC magazine, Summit, please renew your membership by the end of February 2017.

As a demonstration of support for our mountain rescue services in 2017, the HMC is offering the option to make an additional discretionary contribution of £3 as part of the membership renewal which will be given to a nominated mountain rescue charity. The contribution will be entirely optional. If you wish to make a contribution please add £3 to your membership fee.

We look forward to seeing you all return for another great year of adventure in the mountains in 2018.

Winter – not just for guys





Lou Reynolds (R) leading the Intro to Mountaineering course with Mary-Ann on the left. Photo: Euan Ryan.





Think you need to be macho to get out in winter? Think again. Mary-Ann Ochota profiles a week of winter training for female walkers, mountaineers and climbers, led by the country’s top female instructors. Click here to read the BMC article

That’s it for now….if we don’t see you in Little Langdale hope to see you at the pub social on 30 January.

All the best

Steve Deaville

HMC Secretary

Follow us on Twitter:@HertsMC





HMC Update – December 2017

Dear HMC Members

Welcome to your December 2017 club update

News in this edition

	Where have we been lately?
	Are you ready for Winter? BMC Advice on preparing for winter conditions on the hills
	Next event is YHA Edale on 9/10 December
	Membership renewals for 2018


Where have we been lately?

In November, the HMC went to Wales to hold the annual Banger and Mash trip to Snowdonia. Always very popular with the club, there was sausages galore and mountains of mash to be had followed by fireworks and games……and some mountain walking to work up an appetite.

     

Are you ready for winter?



Heading for the hills this winter? Whether you’re a seasoned winter warrior or just taking your first icy steps, we’ve got a mountain of essential skills & equipment advice right here on the BMC website.

Essential Winter Know How is a BMC website with good information on how to prepare for winter conditions in the hills. If you are heading to Edale or the trips in January and February, it is worth checking your gear is ready for the conditions and that you have the right clothing and equipment.  If you are new to winter walking, this website is a good checklist to ensure you have the essentials.

For the more experienced winter members, the BMC are offering a short course to ensure you know how to check your novices are winter ready. This popular BMC training event will be returning on 3-4 February 2018 – this time the BMC will be offering support to experienced club members when taking novice club members out in winter conditions.

Upcoming HMC Events:

Edale YHA & Christmas Meal – 8-10 December

A grand old country house on the southern flanks of Kinder Scout, YHA Edale is one of the highest residences in the Peak District and has a view to match. The back garden is open access moorland! With the Great Ridge between Lose Hill and Mam Tor to the south and the Dark Peak moorland of the Kinder plateau to the north, not only is YHA Edale surrounded by stunning scenery but this area has a firm place in history – this open-access land was literally fought for. There are numerous footpaths into the hills, dales and moors and it is located in the very centre of the famous network of Dark Peak mountain bike cross country trails.

All places have been secured and menu options issued to the YHA for the Xmas meal. To those who are going, have a great weekend.

  

Little Langdale Cottage – Lake District – 5-6 January 2018

We’re heading to the fantastic Little Langdale Valley to kick off the new year to the Fylde mountaineering hut

NOTE: Please bring your own sleeping bags and your own pillowcases. Pillowcases must always be used on the hygienic, non-fabric pillows provided,

Clwt-y-Bel Mountain Hut, Snowdonia – 16-18 February 2018

The hut Clwt-y-Bel is an old converted cottage near the small village of Deiniolen situated between Llanberis and Bethesda. The hut sleeps 18 in three bedrooms with bunk beds and has two toilets and a hot shower. The kitchen has all the usual facilities to cater for 18 people. The hut is a great base for our members to explore Snowdonia National Park.



HMC Membership Renewals 2018- Important Information

I hope that you have had an excellent year of adventures over 2017 with the HMC. From 1st January, your HMC subscription will be due in order to continue your existing membership of the club.

The HMC membership fee will remain at £22 for 2018. The membership fee covers the BMC subscription fees and will also help the club to maintain a healthy financial position to continue to support future events for its members. If you are renewing your membership for 2018, fees can be paid by:

– e-bank transfer to the HMC account (SC 20-74-09) (AC 90371467) – please notify the treasurer by email (preferred)

– sending a cheque made payable to the Hertfordshire Mountaineering Club (not HMC) to the treasurer or secretary.

– cash given to committee members at the pub socials.

Please note that if any of your contact or address details have changed over the last 12 months, please complete a HMC membership form providing your new details and send it to the Secretary together with your membership fee. Click here to download a Membership form.

IMPORTANT: Not updating your details with the HMC Secretary could invalidate any insurance policy you have with the BMC.

A window of three months is open to renew your membership until 31 March to coincide with the HMC’s requirement to update subscription fees to the BMC each quarter. Please note that in order to receive your Spring edition of the BMC magazine, Summit, please renew your membership by the end of February 2017.

As a demonstration of support for our mountain rescue services in 2017, the HMC is offering the option to make an additional discretionary contribution of £3 as part of the membership renewal which will be given to a nominated mountain rescue charity. The contribution will be entirely optional. If you wish to make a contribution please add £3 to your membership fee.

We look forward to seeing you all return for another great year of adventure in the mountains in 2018.

That’s it for now….if we don’t see you at Edale, have a great Christmas and hope to see you again in the New Year.

All the best

Steve Deaville

HMC Secretary

Follow us on Twitter:@HertsMC





HMC Update October 2017

Dear HMC Members

Welcome to your July 2017 club update

News in Brief

	The HMC went to the Lake District in October
	Next pub social is on Tuesday 31 October at the Three Horseshoes from 8:30.
	Book your place for Bangers & Mash in Snowdonia


Upcoming HMC Events:

HMC Social at the Three Horseshoes from 8:30pm – Tuesday 31 October

The HMC pub social is at the Three Horseshoes as usual from 8.30pm in the main bar at the Three Horseshoes, 612 Hatfield Road, Smallford, St Albans, Hertfordshire AL4 0HP. Come along and have a catch up with fellow members, make arrangements for trips, talk about your last adventures and meet prospective members.

Tan yr Wyddfa Hut, Rhyd, Snowdonia – 4 – 5 November

This year Bangers and Mash is being held at the “Tan yr Wyddfa Hut”, Rhyd Du, Snowdonia. A club tradition, and the most popular meet of the year. A three course meal (including Bangers and Mash) is cooked by the committee for the members on the Saturday night (bring your own beverages). Fireworks are set off out the front and team games are planned indoors. The rest of the weekend is what you fancy, climbing/walking/scrambling in the local area. Places still available – book your place













Edale YHA & Christmas Meal – 8-10 December

A grand old country house on the southern flanks of Kinder Scout, YHA Edale is one of the highest residences in the Peak District and has a view to match. The back garden is open access moorland! With the Great Ridge between Lose Hill and Mam Tor to the south and the Dark Peak moorland of the Kinder plateau to the north, not only is YHA Edale surrounded by stunning scenery but this area has a firm place in history – this open-access land was literally fought for. There are numerous footpaths into the hills, dales and moors and it is located in the very centre of the famous network of Dark Peak mountain bike cross country trails.

We have secured 2 private rooms each with 6 bunks. A three course meal is being offered on Saturday night. Details of the meal options will be provided by the YHA and updated on this event in due course.

Price for this event includes accommodation for two nights and the Saturday meal. Click here to book and view meal options.

  

 

Little Langdale Cottage – Lake District – 5-6 January 2018

We’re heading to the fantastic Little Langdale Valley to kick off the new year to the Fylde mountaineering hut

NOTE: Please bring your own sleeping bags and your own pillowcases. Pillowcases must always be used on the hygienic, non-fabric pillows provided,

 

 

That’s it for now….

Hope to see you all at the pub social on Tuesday and in Wales for some Cadir Idris fun.

All the best

Steve Deaville

HMC Secretary

Follow us on Twitter:@HertsMC





HMC Update July 2017

Dear HMC Members

Welcome to your July 2017 club update

News in Brief

	The HMC went Swannage in June
	The Lake District gets UNESCO status – see the BMC news report here
	Next pub social is on Tuesday 25 July at the Three Horseshoes from 8:30.


Where have we been lately?

In June we went to Swannage to enjoy some sea cliff climbing along the Jurassic Coast with some of the best sports climbing in the UK. Photos posted on the HMC Facebook Group by Steve Moore.

    

Upcoming HMC Events:

HMC Social at the Three Horseshoes from 8:30pm – Tuesday 25 July

The HMC pub social is at the Three Horseshoes as usual from 8.30pm in the main bar at the Three Horseshoes, 612 Hatfield Road, Smallford, St Albans, Hertfordshire AL4 0HP. Come along and have a catch up with fellow members, make arrangements for trips, talk about your last adventures and meet prospective members.

Cadair Idris – Walking, Climbing & Biking (camping) – 28 to 30 July



Camping in the Torrent Walk Caravan & Camping Site There are many walks surrounding Dolgun Uchaf, one of the most famous is the Torrent walk which is only 500 meters away from the site. Recently the area has become a Mecca for Mountain Biking. New toilet block with facilities for disabled etc hair dryers washing machines drying facilities fridge opening in March. http://www.guesthousessnowdonia.com/accom-camping.html





St Davids, Pembrokshire, Porthclais camping, climbing and walking – 25 to 28 August



Porthclais Farm Campsite

We have secured an excellent campsite, with amazing views of the sea, with an easy walk into St Davids for various pub options. This area has amazing walks and also great sea cliff climbing, the campsite has great facilities including hot shower! For more information see their website: Croeso – Welcome to the Porthclais Farm Campsite!



Exmoor Camping Meet – 15 to 17 September



In September we will be camping in Exmoor – at Sparkhayes campsite in Porlock. http://www.sparkhayes.co.uk  Lots of walking on Exmoor and along the coast.  Also climbing opportunities at Hurlstone Point and Valley of Rocks. At least 2 pubs within 5 minutes walk in Porlock







Great Langdale Valley – Lake District – Robertson Lamb Hut – 6 to 8 October

The HMC have been fortunate to secure the booking once again of this wonderful hut in a great location in Great Langdale Valley. Its ideally situated for a great weekend of walks up into the Central Fells (Crinkle Crags, Esk, Bowfell, Great End & Scafell). Climbing is also available on the crags over Old Dungeon Ghyll.

 

Parking outside the hut for approximately 8 cars so do try to car share as much as possible.

The nearest pub is about 10-15 minutes walk away: The New Dungeon Ghyll hotel and the Stickle Barn, which both serve good food and real ale.

That’s it for now….

Hope to see you all at the pub social on Tuesday and in Wales for some Cadir Idris fun.

All the best

Steve Deaville

HMC Secretary

Follow us on Twitter:@HertsMC





HMC June 2017 Update

Dear HMC Members

Welcome to your June 2017 club update

News in Brief

	The HMC went to the Lake District for the Spring bank holiday
	The ACC(UK) has issued a call for action to protect Welsh National Parks like Snowdonia (action required by 6 June to register your support)
	Next pub social is on Tuesday 27 June at the Three Horseshoes from 8:30.


Where have we been lately?

For the Spring Bank Holiday, the HMC went to the Patterdale to explore the hills around Helvellyn and St Sunday Crag. A new film was released showing the fun that was had – click here to watch the film.

Message from the BMC – call for action before 6 June to protect Welsh National Parks

The Welsh Government plans to create new legislation regarding National Parks and Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONBs) in Wales. This would mean that it would change the legal framework for the Welsh National Parks to prioritise development of tourism, economic development and renewable energy, at the expense of the Parks’ existing status as bastions of unspoilt nature.

For more information see https://www.thebmc.co.uk/new-proposals-a-threat-to-welsh-national-parks

Upcoming HMC Events:

Swannage – 9 June to 10 June – THIS WEEKEND COMING – Book now to secure your place!

Come and enjoy some of the best sports climbing in the UK, or if your a walker, enjoy the Jurassic coast and the sea air. Staying at Woodyhyde Campsite, with good facilities and a relaxed atmosphere and a great location for the sea cliffs.



HMC Social at the Three Horseshoes from 8:30pm – Tuesday 27 June

The HMC pub social is at the Three Horseshoes as usual from 8.30pm in the main bar at the Three Horseshoes, 612 Hatfield Road, Smallford, St Albans, Hertfordshire AL4 0HP. Come along and have a catch up with fellow members, make arrangements for trips, talk about your last adventures and meet prospective members.

2018 Himalaya Trek – Everest  Region – 3 high pass trail –  I am planning a 3/4 week trek in the Himalaya around April 2018.  There is a good video on You Tube which you can view here of the similar route but my suggested plan is to walk the traditional route from Jiri rather than fly direct to Lukla which makes this an epic  4 week trek rather than three weeks. For those that can’t commit to 4 weeks, a 3 week option is availbale to fly into Lukla and meet us in Namche. If this sounds interesting  please contact thesecretary@thehmc.co.uk to find out more.

Cadair Idris – Walking, Climbing & Biking (camping) – 28 to 30 July



Camping in the Torrent Walk Caravan & Camping Site There are many walks surrounding Dolgun Uchaf, one of the most famous is the Torrent walk which is only 500 meters away from the site. Recently the area has become a Mecca for Mountain Biking. New toilet block with facilities for disabled etc hair dryers washing machines drying facilities fridge opening in March. http://www.guesthousessnowdonia.com/accom-camping.html

St Davids, Pembrokshire, Porthclais camping, climbing and walking – 25 to 28 August



Porthclais Farm Campsite

We have secured an excellent campsite, with amazing views of the sea, with an easy walk into St Davids for various pub options. This area has amazing walks and also great sea cliff climbing, the campsite has great facilities including hot shower! For more information see their website: Croeso – Welcome to the Porthclais Farm Campsite!

Exmoor Camping Meet – 15 to 17 September



In September we will be camping in Exmoor – at Sparkhayes campsite in Porlock. http://www.sparkhayes.co.uk  Lots of walking on Exmoor and along the coast.  Also climbing opportunities at Hurlstone Point and Valley of Rocks. At least 2 pubs within 5 minutes walk in Porlock

That’s it for now….

Hope to see you all at the next club trip to Patterdale

All the best

Steve Deaville

HMC Secretary

Follow us on Twitter:@HertsMC





HMC May 2017 Update

Dear HMC Members

Welcome to your May 2017 club update

News in Brief

	The HMC went to the Glen Coe in Scotland over the Easter break and also went to Pembroke over the early May bank holiday
	Our next trip is to Patterdale in the Lake District at the end of May
	Next pub social is on Tuesday 30 May at the Three Horseshoes from 8:30. Steve Deaville is in the early stages of planning a 4 week walking trip into the Himalaya in April 2018 taking in the three high passes of the Everest region. Come along and find out some details if interested.


Where have we been lately?

In April the HMC went to Scotland and enjoyed a glorious varied amount of weather in the spectacular Glen Coe  A new film was released showing the fun that was had – click here to watch the film. Over the Mayday bank holiday, members went to Pembroke to climb the sea cliffs.

Upcoming HMC Events:

Lake District – Patterdale – George Starky Hut – 26 to 29 May 2017 (Spring Bank Holiday)

The George Starkey Hut is in Patterdale near Ullswater, at the heart of the Lake District’s Eastern Fells. It is ideally placed for the High Street range to the East, whilst from the front there is a splendid view of Helvellyn and its neighbouring fells: to reach them, all you have to do is put on your boots and walk from the Hut.There is convenient local rock climbing at Castle Rock and Raven Crag in Thirlmere, Dove Crag in Dovedale, Scrubby Crag in Deepdale and Gowbarrow by Ullswater. Langdale and Dow Crag in the South West and Borrowdale to the North West are easily accessible. There are mountain biking opportunities from the front door, canoeing and sailing on Ullswater.



HMC Social at the Three Horseshoes from 8:30pm – Tuesday 30 May

The HMC pub social is at the Three Horseshoes as usual from 8.30pm in the main bar at the Three Horseshoes, 612 Hatfield Road, Smallford, St Albans, Hertfordshire AL4 0HP. Come along and have a catch up with fellow members, make arrangements for trips, talk about your last adventures and meet prospective members.

2018 Himalaya Trek – Everest  Region – 3 high pass trail – I will be at the pub social on Tuesday 30 May to talk about a 4 week trek in the Himalaya around April 2018 that I am planning.  There is a good video on You Tube which you can view here of the similar route but my suggested plan is to walk the traditional route from Jiri rather than fly direct to Lukla which makes this an epic  4 week trek rather than three weeks. If this sounds interesting  please contact thesecretary@thehmc.co.uk to find out more.

Swannage – 9 June to 10 June

Come and enjoy some of the best sports climbing in the UK, or if your a walker, enjoy the Jurassic coast and the sea air. Staying at Woodyhyde Campsite, with good facilities and a relaxed atmosphere and a great location for the sea cliffs.



Cadair Idris – Walking, Climbing & Biking (camping) – 28 to 30 July

Details to follow

Gower Sea cliff climbing and great walking – 25 to 28 August (August bank holiday)

Details to follow

 

That’s it for now….

Hope to see you all at the next club trip to Patterdale

All the best

Steve Deaville

HMC Secretary

Follow us on Twitter:@HertsMC
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